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PERFORMANCE STUDIES
POETICS AND PERFORMANCE
TOPICS IN CHICANO STUDIES
GENDER AND POPULAR CULTURE
DANC 4391 • CRW 4307 • CHIC 4350 • WS 3331
                                   CRNs 25740 •      25808     •       23001     •   23487


SPRING 2025


COURSE CALENDAR


Week 1 – what are we doing?
Tue, Jan 21 –  Introductions; class theme: The Human Condition(s), inspired by Hannah 
Arendt’s book The Human Condition
Thur, Jan 23 – Syllabus and assignments details; course calendar; genesis of Performance 
Studies; ritual.
 Watch the videos by Richard Schechter in the Week 1 folder.

Week 2 – Performance and Performativity
 Watch the videos by Richard Schechter in the Week 2 folder.
 Read “Gender as Performance: An Interview with Judith Butler”
Mon, Jan 27. Extra-credit: What Once Was: a Holocaust Remembrance Play. Free. Written by Sally Gilbert, directed by Georgina Escobar, movement by Melissa Melpignano. The Plaza Theatre, El Paso, 7 pm.
Tue, Jan 28 – Uses and doings of “performance”
Thur, Jan 30 – “Performativity”: linguistics, embodiment, and the human condition

Week 3 – Presence and Ephemerality
 Watch the video excerpt from “Buscando a Bruno” by Lukas Avendaño (Week 3 folder)
 Read the excerpt of the chapter “Acts of Transfer” from Diana Taylor’s The Archive and the Repertoire: Performing Cultural Memory in the Americas. Durham: Duke University Press, 2003.

Tue, Feb 4 – Presence, permanence, memory
Thur, Feb 6 – Ephemerality, disappearance, forgetting

Week 4 – Kinesthesia and Performance
 Read “Movement’s contagion: the kinesthetic impact of performance” by Susan Leigh Foster
Tue, Feb 11 – Kinesthesia: relationality at the threshold of materiality and immateriality
Thur, Feb 13 –   Class meets in FFA, A452: wear comfortable clothes – Performing somatics

Week 5 – Bodies’ Labor, Bodies at Work, and Bodies in Action
 Read the excerpt from “Living Labor: Marxism and Performance Studies” by Joshua Lubin-Levy and Aliza Shvarts, from Women & Performance: a journal of feminist theory, 2016.
Tue, Feb 18 – Labor, Work, and Performance
Thur, Feb 20 – Vita Activa

2/20, 2/21, 2/22 at 7:30 PM and 2/23 at 2 PM. Mandatory Performance. Monomyth: UTEP Dance Faculty Concert, Wise Family Theatre. 
Tickets on sale January 28, 2025. UTEP Students with valid UTEP ID: $12. Purchase tickets at UTEP Ticket Center: [Location 1] 2901 N.Mesa; M-F 8am-6pm, Sat 8am-4pm (Closed on Sundays)
[Location 2] Union East 111 (1st Floor) M-F 9am - 2pm. 
To attend the performance without paying the ticket by volunteering as an usher, fill in this form ASAP: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HZ4l5HdTVbrMJ0y9ddGDWwc4UdNGZC2SUXzXtKg7NWk/edit?usp=sharing

Week 6 – Performing Conflict
 Read and play with excerpts from Can Art Aid in Resolving Conflicts? and Dana Caspersen’s Changing the Conversation
Tue, Feb 25 – Performances of conflict
Thur, Feb 27 –  Class meets in FFA, A452: wear comfortable clothes – Tackling conflict through performance

Week 7 – Performing (on) Earth
 Allison Orr/Forklift Danceworks’ Trash Dance and excerpts from other works
Tue, Mar 4 – Being-in-the-world: the walking class (we meet and leave our belonging in D180 and then venture outdoors)
Thur, Mar 6 – Labor, the environment, and the anthropocene

Spring Break // with Allison Orr/Forklift Danceworks
Mini-Internship 1 (schedule communicated to participants)

Week 8 – World Water Week // with Allison Orr/Forklift Danceworks
 Read Melissa Melpignano’s “Interdisciplinary and Collaborative Performance as Research Praxis: The Process of Mapping the Rio,” forthcoming in In other words: Opening research to creative practices, ed. by Piera Rossetto and Ewa Tartakowsky
Mini-Internship 1 (schedule communicated to participants)
Tue, Mar 18 –  Class meets in Interdisciplinary Research Building (TBC) for the panel “How Water Moves” with choreographers Allison Orr, Melissa Melpignano, and community partners, part of World Water Week 2025 conference.
Thur, Mar 20 –  Class meets in FFA, A452 for a workshop with Allison Orr and students from Wesleyan University.
Mandatory performance (free) Water Moves: a community performance to honor water and the water stewards that sustain our lives. Choreography and direction: Allison Orr and Melissa Melpignano. San Jacinto Plaza, El Paso, 6:30 – 8 PM.

Week 9 – Engaging Conflict Performatively
 Excerpts from Dana Caspersen’s Changing the Conversation and Conflict is an Opportunity
Tue, Mar 25 – What am I doing in conflict?
Thur, Mar 27 – Practicing attention: conflict as an opportunity 

Week 10 – Conflict and Polarization in Performance
Mini-Internship 2 (schedule communicated to participants)
 Listen to the episode “Dana Caspersen on Choreography and Conflict” from the podcast mending fences
Tue, Apr 1 – TBD
Extra-credit (5 points): Dean’s Lecture Series, performance artist and conflict engagement expert Dana Caspersen, 12-1:20 pm, IDRB Auditorium — Request a class excuse by 3/21.
Thur, Apr 3 – Guest: Dana Caspersen on how choreography informs conflict engagement
Mandatory performance (free). The Polarity Party, a participatory performance on conflict and polarization, led by Dana Caspersen. Mexican American Cultural Center, Downtown El Paso, 7 – 8:30 PM.

Week 11 – Perform*, Textuality, and Inoperativity 
 Excerpts from Georges Perec’s A Man Asleep and Melville’s Bartleby, the Scrivener
Tue, Apr 8 – what can a text do?
Thur, Apr 10 – inoperative bodies and sleepy dances

Week 12 – Performances of Affect and Ideology
Learn and be ready to perform for the class a folk dance of your choice from YouTube
Tue, Apr 15 – In class screening of Everything you have is yours, documentary by Tatyana Tenenbaum, based on Hadar Ahuvia’s choreography 
Thur, Apr 17 – In class analysis of Possessing by Hadar Ahuvia and Shira Eviatar

Week 13 – Performing (in) the virtual and the digital
 Watch the video by performance theorist Erin Manning
Tue, Apr 22 – Performance and presence in immaterial bodyscapes
Thur, Apr 24 –  Class meets in FFA, A452 – Politics of touch


Week 14 – Connecting dots, ideas, praxes
Tue, Apr 29 – Overview of the whole course: performances, keywords, frameworks, events
Thur, May 1 – Mapping the groups’ final oral exams

Week 15 – Preparation for Group Oral Exam
Tue, May 6 – Group work, Q&A and group tutoring
Thur, May 8 – Group work, Q&A and group tutoring
Extra-credit: Dance Senior Capstone Performances, by UTEP dance majors. UTEP – June Sadowski Kruszewski Studio Theatre, 7:30 pm (more info closer to the date).

Finals Week – Final Oral Exam
Tuesday, May 13: 10:00 am – 12:45 pm – All groups attend the full session, followed by a celebration
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